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ONE BY ONE. MAKING A DIFFERENCE. 
One life, one family at a time.  Working together we share the light of hope for a brighter future. 

Just One Pair of Socks 
What is hope? 

     The weather was perfect for the Back to School Bash at the 

Vermont Granite Museum.  Volunteers had spent hours all week 

sorting the abundance of supplies that had been donated.  The museum 

was set up with tables for resources to share and volunteers to take 

their posts.  Volunteers showed up early eager and ready to serve.  By 

8:30 am, a line was already beginning to form; the doors would not 

open until 10:00. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  If you want to touch the past, touch a rock. If you want to touch the present, 

touch a flower. If you want to touch the future, touch a life.    Author Unknown 
 

 

 
 

Connecting Hope 
92 Summer Street 3  
Barre, Vermont 05641   

(802) 622-4244 
connectinghopecvt@gmail.com 

connectinghopecvt.org 

     A little boy, around eleven years old, was among the crowd. He waited patiently for his turn, his parents 

nearby.  He watched as other children were called to select a backpack from the huge pile on the tables before 

him.  He watched as they selected socks and undergarments, school supplies and other goodies from the long row 

of tables lining the room.  He watched and waited. 

     Finally, he was called to take his turn.  A volunteer waited for him, smiling and kind.  She led him to the 

backpacks and asked him which one he would like.  His response stopped her in her tracks and changed her life 

forever. 

     “I don’t care which backpack I get.  I really need some socks.  Just one pair of socks.  I don’t have any.  I 

hope there are some left for me.” 

Just one pair of socks. 

     Holding back the lump in her throat, the volunteer helped him select a backpack and led him to the next table.  

On that table, she found socks just for him.  He was delighted to find that he received not just one pair, but a 

bundle of three pairs – one of which was from Darn Tough, socks that are especially warm and will last for years.  

He happily filled his bag with the school supplies from the remaining tables and ran back to his family.  His hope 

fulfilled. 
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     When I first started volunteering for the Hopeline, 

I wasn't sure I would like it -- I don't particularly 

enjoy talking on the phone, especially with someone 

I don't even know.  But as I made my first few calls 

and listened to the stories of those who had called in 

for assistance, my heart softened.  And at the end of 

each call, when I had the opportunity to pray over 

the phone with each person about their specific 

needs and struggles, I was struck with the realization 

that this ministry is truly a privilege.  I get to bring 

someone in need to throne of God and seek His 

provision and blessing on their behalf.  It doesn't get 

much better than that!    --Kim C. 

 

 

Hopeline 

Helping Hands 
__________________________________ 

    HOPELINE 
Callers 

 2018 2019 

July 6 22 

August 9 14 

September 14 21 

Totals:  29 57 
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A Lesson in Love  
 

     She is a wife and mother of two adolescent children who found herself unemployed last summer. Her husband 

is an unemployed mechanic. They have struggled to get back on their feet after her unemployment. It left them 

way behind on bills.  After several months, she began a new job and has fought her way back up; but with trying to 

get bills paid and with the new school year looming around the corner, she realized she wouldn't have the money 

for school clothes or supplies for her children.  

     What would she do? What could she do? Who could she ask for help? She had already been helped by 

Capstone for fuel assistance last year, so no more help could come from them to ease some of the bills so she 

could buy new clothes. She spoke to the pastor of the church she is now attending. He referred her to Connecting 

Hope.  

     She calls and hears a kind, friendly voice at the other end of the phone. An intake is done; she is informed of an 

upcoming event called “Back to School Bash”, which she attended just days later. The next week, she receives a 

phone call telling her that a small bag of clothes has been donated for her children.; and, that a Connecting Hope 

volunteer is taking her school shopping.  

     Once they meet at Walmart and clothing has been bought,  

right there at the registers, tears come, and she reaches out to 

give a hug-one of gratitude. Three days later, she receives a  

text that a local church along with a donation from another  

Connecting Hope volunteer is going shopping for other needs.  

She sends pictures of their first day of school. The volunteer  

remarks her as the gifts are delivered, “God is so good. “ 

     Her response is:  

          “For sure! It's something I'm learning!!” 
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2019 

Saturday, November 16th 9 am - Noon 

at the Old Labor Hall 

46 Granite Street in Barre 

Food & Winter Gear Drive 
Contact Connecting Hope for a drop-off location near you. 

802 622-4244 \ connectinghopecvt@gmail.com 
 

 

Clean used or new. 

Warm Coats, Boots and Clothing 
Especially Children’s Sizes 

 

 
Food for 400 households in Central Vermont! 

 

 Pasta or Noodles   Pasta Sauce (Cans) 

 Instant Mashed Potatoes  White Rice (1lb. bag) 

 Peanut Butter    Canned Fruit 

 Canned Green Beans   Raisins 

 Canned Corn     Cereal/Oatmeal 

 Canned Carrots     Canned Meat  

 Canned Soups    Boxed Meals 
 

Needed by November 15th 
These items are being collected for the Annual Event and Winter Warm-Up. 

Items leftover will be shared with participating outreaches. 
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Annual Event & Winter Warm Up  
November 16th 

Old Labor Hall, Barre 9am - Noon 
 

Christmas Wish  
November thru December 

Now seeking sponsors to help families in need. 

  

 Connecting Hope 

Statement of Faith 

 

The sole basis of our beliefs is 

the Bible, God’s infallible 

written word, the sixty-six books 

of the Old and New Testaments. 

We believe that it was uniquely, 

verbally and fully inspired by 

the Holy Spirit, and that it was 

written without error (inerrant) 

in the original manuscripts. It is 

the supreme and final authority 

in all matters on which it 

speaks. 

Give 
Time - Talent - Prayers - Funds 

Contact Connecting Hope today! 

   Connecting Hope 
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Rosaire Bisson, Chairman  

Barbara McMahon, Vice Chairman 
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